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T.JOFICAL CYCLONLS OF PUBATO RICO, 1508-1970

sdited by Orlendo Térez

Durin; recont yeors, a need for o list of hurricenes that have affected
Fuerto dco hes zome to our attention. These hurricane data are fre-
Quently requested by gtudents, government amencies, and the public in
gencrale. The present compilation hes been prepared with this require~
ment in mind. The information ineluded is rather brisf, bringing out
only the most significant facts about the event.

More detailed information and historical discussions of the hurricanes
of Puarte Rico are found in the books by Dr. Luis A, 3slivia (1) and
Dr. José Jarlos Millés (2).

Dr. José A. Col8n, Meteorologist in Cher-e of the National Weather
Service (H'JS) at San Juan, recently edited an historical list of the
Puerto ilco hurricanes and tropical storms, and after eliminating doubt-
ful cases, made a selection of 73 tropleal cycleones that have affected
Paerto Rico. These show the following distribution by months of ocour-
rence, ahd by centuries:

3y _months 3y centuries

June 1 L6th century 1500-1599 10
July 8 17th century 1600-1699 L
Aurust 28 18th century 1700-1799 20
Sentember 28 19th century 1800-1899 25
October 7 20th century 1500-1960 1h
Hovember 1

Total, years

1500-19%60 73 Total, years 15081960 T3

Dr. Colfsa encouraged the inelusion in the present list of the historical
da%e, trayectory, damzzes, plus wind, nressure and other weather dota.
Accordin;ly, this list has been revised to include available meteorologi-

cal. data users and studants wsually requast fram the Mational Weather
Service at San Juan.



The maln source consulted for the historical data on the tropical cyclones

of past centuries has been the work of Jr. Luis A. Salivia, "Historia de

los Temporales de Puerto Rico, 1508-1949". Dr. Salivia conducted a research
in the "Archivo de laz Indiss® of Spain, and all known blbliography, incl.d-
ing the hurricane lists of such distinguished writers and historians as

Tapla, Brau, Coll y Toste, Ramires, Miller, Tamnehill, Poey, etec. Dr. Sallvia
includes 9L tropiesl ecyclenes In his catalogue.

inother valuahle scurce has been the recent book (1968) of the late Dr. José
Carlos Millés, "Hurricanes of the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions, 1452-1.80CH,
Ire Millés consulted English and French historical records. It is regrettalble

that he did not live to complete the second volume of his catalogue of hurri-
canes of the Antllles,

Data for the tropical oyclones of the 20th century, since "San Ciriaco” of

mgua;s 8, 1899, have been abstracted from NWS (formerly U. S. “Jeather Bureau)
records. |

It is often not easy to determine which cyclones are properly includable in
a list of major storms that have affected Puerto ico since its discovery.
in the early centuries the paucity of data makes it difficuld to determine
the actual occurrence of the hurricane, mich less its effects. Even in
mocern times the decision may be difficult because of the so-called "near
migses", The near misses of the 1961~1970 decade have been added to this
list as umumbered storms for the reason that it is knowm these tropical
cyclones produced some damage to the ncarest Puerio lico coastline, and alse
because these storms are still within the recent memery of the public.

Dr. Millés calls attention to the discrepancies in dates of the oyclones of
past centuries and believes some may be the result of the use of two different
calendars at the time, the Julian and the Gregorian calendars. Spain and .
its colonies adopted the wresent Gregorian calendar in 1532. The day follow-
ing October L, 1582, was designated as October 15. England did not adept the
Gregorian calendar until about two centuries later, on the day after Septem-
bor 2, 1752. The dates of occurrence in the Julian calendar of the 10 Puerto
dico tropical cyclones on this list prior to 1582 have been convertad te the
corresponding date of the present Oregorian calendar. The Gregorisn calendar
date hes been included in parenthesis on this list, followirg the traditional
date. The distribution of the troplcal cyclones by mombhs of occurrcnce,
aftor converting the 16th century storms to the present calandar, reflects
the following changes:

June

July
Avgust
Septomber
Oetobor
November

Total,
15081960
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The torm "ropical cyelono”, as usad oa wais l'iat., is the generic term
usad gy intornational agrooment fer thesa trovlical cyclomie storms, whioch
are clasgifiad by organization and int.nsity, as follows:

"Iropical Depression”: An arca of disturbed weather with some rotary
ciroulation on the surface, and maximum wind spood of 39 moh (34 knots).

"Tropical Storm”: The cyclone has formad “{th a distinot rotary circu-
lation, has maximum wind specds of 39-73 mph (3L~93 knots).

"Aurricene”: The cyclone has viry strois rotary ciroulation, with wind
specds of Th mph (6L knots) or more,

However, troplcal deprassions or systams of lesser intunsity such as tropiecal
disturbances, froquently observed in the formstive stage of a tropical oyclone,
are not includcd as they arc not =rithin the scope of this list. Tropical
eyclones arc classifiod by tho National Jeather Serviec on the basis of thoir
intensity and organization near the conter of the gystem, rogardless of the
intensity of their offoets in Pu-rto Rico. Thus, while some gyatems are
listed in this list ss hwrricances, their rasszge throush the vieinity of
Puerto Rico was such that thoir effocts on the island wore not of hurricane
m‘tmﬂity; |

The abbroviations of T/8 for tropical storm; #, for a hurrdcanc; and T/C for
&n unclassifiod tropical cyclone, have been used on this list, Ho effort has
vcen made to changoe the classification appearing on the histordical lists,
ducause of the lack of wind or prossure dats on 8torms prior to the 1%th
century. The figuros in parenthesis indicste the source data.

Ti-lt‘.t following records arc attributed to those 73 tropical cyclones in FPuorto
ddeo:

Firat tropiecal cyclone after the San Roque, Aug. 16, 1308 J4C
Jiscovery of PucTto {100 seessses {Aug. 26, 1508 GGS
First hurricane under the United
Bbatcs £l sevivivanincscoronnns San Cirdaco, Aug. 8-9, 1899
Only Junc tropical oyelone .vesecess San Antonio, June 13, 1780
Cnly Novombor tropical Cyolonc e. ... 3en dufo, Hov. 28, 1878
Flrst moricanc for which baromotor Pucstrs Scfiora de los Angsles,
rGCOrds arc available seeevesasesses Avg. 2-3, 1837
Flrst hurricanc for which rainfall |
readings arc available ..ssseesos Santa Juana, Aug. 21, 1871

First tropical cyclonc dosignated
with the news of tho saint of the d.ay*...E?n Bart.el_ﬂné,. }Aug- 2L~25, 1568
: Sept. 3 JG
Oceursence of, 2 tropical cyclones in 1?13?5911 Zacarias and San C&ndido
ONC O seasrsnvioncocnenesnnssne 1738, Santa losa and 3zn Leonclo
| : © A7h0, San 3stsban cnd San Ticente
1766, 3sn Junnro and San ¥arcos
1772, San Agustin and Saa Ramén
1780, San Antenio and San Calixto
1813, San Liborio and Jante Juana
1901, 3an Cirilo and Sen Vicente

Ogourreonce oi 3 trouical cyeloncs in 1530, Santa 4na, 32n Aipélito, end
ONG ¥o8rasscdninreresrsnrrsnnanns  San Ramdn

:,:"'



~Cousceutive yoars with tropicsl
| CYCLloNge OCCUIrIGNOUS weeerivnssoses

First storm warning flegs displaycd.,.
First hurricanc warnings rcccivod oy
CADLCosesanranansvororoonenasannes
First hurricanc warnings tolegraphad
to intux'iﬂ'r ttﬂ'!mvﬂ YR AR R R
First hurricanc warnings by radio ...

First hurricene warnings by television

First radar obscrvations in P, 2.
ﬂllring 'E hurriﬂﬂﬂﬂ--;.--qu.-;-p--.

First trouical cyclonz covered oy air-
creft reconnaissance in San Juan arca

Last hurricenc to ecross the islsong...
Lowest baromotric reading in P. 3.
mt‘g -H hurriﬁaﬂ'ﬂ------pq-'q-.:q-;

dirhest wing moegsurzmont in P. 3.
d-u-rrirlﬂ 'n h“rrium51ltlli--&irr11lr

Host doaths during a hUrricenc.e.....
Last tragody during o hurricainC......
Ipst intunse hurricanc in P. Re +e...
Rurricane of greatar 120 seevenessss

Groatest 2i«hour rainfoll amount
AUring 8 RurTiCantessreceeeeensson

Greatost U8-hour rainfall anmount
QUSINE 8 DULTICANG svevrvevcenoses

Greatest 2-pour rainfall amcunt
m‘g a mlrﬂﬂanﬁ L B

Five top hurricrncos in Puorto 2icc...

sl Y

17661767 1824 -1825
1806-1607 1851 ~1852
1813-1814 1B888-1389
1613-1419 1516-1916
1931~1932

&ﬂn I‘lﬂgin: Aug: 1?"'20, 1891
Santa Juana, fug. 2%, 1671

Santa Juana, Aug. 21, 1871
D80 Falipﬂ: Sﬂpt’l 131 1925

Sante Clara (Dotsy), Aug. 12, 1956
Sznta Clara (Botsy), Aug. 12, 1956

Sen Calixto, Oct. 1k, 1943

Senta Clara (Botgy), Aug. 12, 1956

Sca felipe, Sant. 13, 1928
27.50 iaches at Guayame

Snn Pelipe, Sept., 13, 1928
160 mph at 32n Juan

San Ciriaco, iug. 8, 1899
3369

Arriecane Donna, Sept 5-6, 1960
107 drowned mostly at Humacao

108t Zrovably Sen Folipe, Sont.
13, 1928

Most probably San Feline, Sont.
13, 1928 :

San Ciriaco, aug. 8, 1899,
23.00 inches at Adjuntas

Sen Folipe, Sapt. 13-k, 1926,
29,60 inchos at Adjuntas

Dotma, 3ept. 5, 1960

6.1C inches at Carits Dam
3anta Ana, July 26-27, 182%
los Angules, Aug. 2-3, 13837
San Nareiso, Qct. 29, 1867 =
San Cirizeco, Aug. 8-9, 1899
Sen Felipe, Sept. 13, 1928

(L} Salivia (0r.) Luis 4.: Historia dc los Tomperalos do Puarto Rieo,

1508-1949 (1950)
(2) 1illds (‘n.) José Garlos:

durricesnes of tihe Ceribbaon and
Atjacent Zugions, 1L92-1800 (1968)

(3) T. 3. Wocthor Juruau Technical FPapor do. 36: Horth Atlantie
Tropical Cyclones --Tracks and Frequencics of Hurricancs and
Tropical Storms, 1806-1968; and U. 3. Weather 3Surcsu Tochnical
Fopor do. 55t dorth Atlantic Tropical Cyelones --Tracks and
frequencias of Hurriean:s and Tropieal Storms, 1871-1963.
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(1) Miscellaneous San Juan ‘feavier Fewecsst 3arvice Office records.

{5} Ue 8. deather Jureau:

1

Date & Name

1508

Aug. 16

San Roque
(Aug. 26 GO)
T/C

1514

July o
Dete unimown
San Laureano
or Santa Crmiz

T/¢

1526

Oot. =5

San Franecisco
{(Oct. 1h4~15 Go)
H

1530

July 26
Santa Ana
(sug 5 GC)
H

1530

Auvg. 22

San Hipblito
(Scpd. 1 0C)
T/C

1530

Aug 31
3an famdn

{Sent. 10 GC)
o

1537

July or Aug.
Hoe nsamo

/G

Climate zn Croous Service

Details

The first tiopical cyclone of record in Puerto Rice
reported by Ponce de Lefn. Affected south and south-
west Puerto dico, from the area Cuayanilla-Cudnics

westward. Rough seas and 528 winds grounded Ponce de
Leon's caravel., (1), (2).

There is a disagreement as to whether this storm
occurred in 151 or 1515, but the 151L date is
preferred by modern researchers, Damages to agri-
culture. A famine and an epidemic was the aftermath

of this storm, resulting in the deaths of many native
indianﬂ- (1}, (E)I

A furious, slow-moving hurricane passed over northern
Puerto iice on the night of Oct. Lth, reached Santo
Domingo the next day. Extensive damages and great
floods to both islands, Most of city of San Juan
destrayod; rains and wimis lasted 24 hours. Millds
(2) velieves it moved in a west of westnorthwest
trajectory, and probably affected the Lecward and
Virgin Islanis also., [1), (2).

The first of o sorics of 3 tropiecal eyclones that
struck the island in 1530, 2r, Solivia includes 2
adidtional storms in Sostember (dates unknown) which
would make a rocord of 5 tropical cyelonos in one
year, Other sources give thoe date of the first
hurricane of 1530 as July 2dth rathor than July 26th.
Afiectod the entire island, and destroyed half of
tae houses at 3zn Juan. (1), (2).

affocted the cntire island. Floods drownod livestock
and damaged the crops that rausined from the first
storm of 1530. (1), (2).

Talrd tropical cyclone of 1530, within 36 days, o~nd

9 days after the sccon? storm. A violent hurricane.
Moods isolated comwmribios, with groat damages to
livustoek and agriculturc. Imeounuted numbor of
deaths by drowning. So gruat was the distress among,
the Spanish colonists that thoy considored abandoning
the island. (1), (2).

The date is in dispute; some historians claim the

island was struck by 3 tropical crcloncs this yesr.
The dates of Julyr 11 and August 9 have boen given,
but no doto has Wean frnished for the third stor.



10

12

13

15h8

Sopte T
(Sept. 17 G3)
Ho nanme

H

1568
Ang. 2L-28
S8an lavtolomd

}Esopt. 34 GC)

1575

SE’F‘G& 21
Sen Mateo
{Oct, 1 GC)

1615
Scpb. 12
San Luoncio

1626

Seot. 15

San Nicomodes
/3

1642
Sept

o namo
H

Until further histerical dots ig found, only onc
storm is ontoroed for this yoar. Historisns agroc
that there were grest f£loods and dameges to crops,
livestock, loss of lifec, mostly of slaves. (1), (2},

Tois storm is ineluded by rillfs on tho basis of
roport by Oviede, eye witnoss at Santo dominge. Ho
roportod thls hurricane, which produced coplous rains
in Saxto Joinge from Sunday night thru Tucsdey, alse
caused great damage in Puorto .dco especially to
houses and plantations. Millds, a metoorclogist,
deduced from Ovicde's account that this was s hurrd-
canc of groat sizo, slow movement, oxscossive rainfall s
but not of scverc intensity. (2},

According to historian Tapls, this was tho first
tropical cyclonc dosisznated with the name of the saint
of the day. The nsmes of storms 1-8 wero assignoed
rotroactively by historians. San Bartolomé is
considured a savorc hurricanc, atruck San Juan at sune
down Aug. 25th and lrstod till tho cerly morning hours
of the 26th, It was zlso felt at Santo Domingo on
25-26th. At 5an Jusn, wind bogan blowing from the N,
and thundor wrs reported in the ¢arly morning hours
when the werst wes owvur. (1), (2).

Last of Puerto iico's 10 tropical cyclones of the léth

century, and lest in the Julion cal.ndar. Details
lacking. (1) (2).

Unroofed 3en Junn eathodral. Damagce to crops and
‘Sugar cane. sSowe doeths. Sunk or domaged ships at

San Juan hertor, and all carpo lost, Foodstuff had
o 5o importod from neighboring islends, Spanish
records iadicate hail occurred at san Juan in 161L,
to the astondshnont of tho pecple, s heil hed not
been observed boforc. (1),

Occurred onc yerr ofter the Dutch gioge of 3an Juan.
Appsrently passcd ovor northern Pucrto co. 38

deaths, incowplete counh. 3 ships lost 2t Sen Juan
harbor, (1),

Severely damaged the 3an Juen ‘cathedral, destroyed
nhouses, and the ontiye cotton and tobaeco ecrops. The
land was unproductive for two yearss afterwards tho
island suffirced a famina, 1414 concludes this must
have been a sovere hurricanc of great sigc and
intensity, and copiovs rainfall. Fillfs seys it
affected Guadeloune, Hertindque y St. Kitts, Puorto
Rico, and Santo Domingo, (1}, (2).

Tremondous demago at Guadcloupe. In Pucrto Rico, its
adverse offcote on erops lastod for A yooxrn and
produced a famina, (1), (2).
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16

17

18

1z

1713

Oct 3

San Candide
T/C

1718 |
Sept. 7
Janta Rogina
T/C

1730

Aﬂgv 30

Santa Rosa
T/8

1738

Aug. 30
Santa Rwsa
H

1738

Sopt, 12
San Looneio
H

Dotails

A puried of 56 years without any hurricanes had
passad since the sterm of 1657. S8an Zacarias erossed
over Guadeloupe oa the Sth, crossed the Caribbean

into southorn Pucrte Rico. Fillds balieves that
although it just have boen s hurricane of small diame-
ter but of prost intonsity, it affected the cntire
island of Pucrto Zico. A huge storm surge inundated
tic south coast. (1); {2}.

The sceond storm of 1713 occurred 20 days aftor San
Zacarias. Fasgod to the south of the islend, =nd
later affsotcd also Sento Domingo. Bouthern Pucrto
Heo oxpericnced another hurrieanc tide. Great
damages, adding to the adverso effecta of the firast
storm of the s yoar., (1),

This storm struck Hovis, St. Kitts, Virgin Isiands,
and passcd ovur or ncapr northeastern Puerto Rico.
Was felt at San Juan, and damagos probably were
limited to northcasturn Pucrto Rico,

No details !mowm, cxcept thet Santa Rosa caused
damages to homes ang plantaticns in Fuorte Rico.
Sanie believe to W the same storm that passed ¢lese
to south coast of Jamaica Sept. 1st, sinkdng two

frig&tﬂﬂt

First of 2 tropical cuclines that nit Puorto seo in
1738, damaging hcusin: and agricuiture. Groat damages
at San Juan. 411%s soys this was a hurricanc of
normal size, but sevors » arriving frow the cast,

Crossed over Pucrte dico moving west, and crossed
also scuthern Hispanicla.

Brratic stoim, Apparcntly this hurricane of small
diamotor changed its ccurse many times. This
Atlantic cyclene passed Sept. 10-11 over tho north
Part of Guadcleupe {grost devastation thors), moved
westnorthwost near and to the south of St. Thumas,
then moved wostscuthwestiord and afterwards west,
Crossing scuthorn Puerte Rice on Sopt, 12th, and
South o. 3ento Domdngo on the 13th, Preduceod floods
in Puurto Rico, sspecially in the scuthern part,
drowning cattle, ruining erops and frudts, Great
misery at Coamo and Pomes. Damagos in Puerto Rico
Wore cuc mostly tc the rains. A malaria enidemic
followed, and a plague of wams ate tho newly-planted
Crops. A4 famine wes ths eftermath. Asparently, ths
cyclone was not folt at San Juan. (1), (2).
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23

25

1740

Sent. 11-12
Sen Vicente
H .

1742
Oct, 28

3an Judas Tadeo
by o
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An erratic Atlantic hurricane of apparsntly small
diameter. Struck Martinique and Guadeloupe on

Aug. lst, passed close to Antigzua, turned %o
westnorthwest or west, and passed near St. Kitts,
and close to south cosst of Puerto Rico on the 3rd,
and probably over southwest Puerto Rico, then appa-
rently. turned northnorthwest, psssinz the extreme
northeast portion of Santo Domingo the night of Aug.
3=4. San Zsteban wiped out an entire cocomut
plantation in Ponce, and did great damage to crops
in mthﬁl'n Fuerto ]:'ﬂ.cﬂ.

‘Tha second storm that struck Puerto Zice in 17LO.

It affocted San Juan. Dr. Salivia (1) is of the
opinion it affected northern Puerto Rico; and Dr.
Mi318s (2) reasons that, since thers is no record

of & 3epteamber cyclone in the Leeward and Virgin
Islands, it appears this huwrricane must have arrived
from the southeast or an approximate direction, and
apparently was of weak or normmal intensity., (1), (2).

The centor of this hurriczne apparently passed some
distance to the north of the island., It struck St.
Thomas either quring the night of Oct. 27th or at
daytime Oct. 26th, moving west or westnorthwest.
Jory strong southerly winds produced ‘high seas that
grounded an inglish vessel near the two mouths of
the Jacaguas River. An English rescue boat was
repelled by the local militia in what was called
"The Battle of Boca Chica". The hurricane sunk a
Spanish vessel off Ancgada Island. (1), (2).

Wag felt in the entdire island, An garthqualke was
reported during the psssage of this cyclons, and
the seism was felt in the Antilles, including Sento
Domingo and Jamaica. Dr. lillAs believes the storm
crossed Puerto Rico, moving northward. (1) (2).

Severe hurricane. First of two tropical cyclones
that affected the island that year. According to
Millés (2), it crossed esstern Puerto Rico on a
northwest track. ifas felt in the entire island, but
towns hardest hit were Guayama, Fajarde, Caguss, Las
Pledras, lofza, Rio Piedras, and Senturce. It
destroyed most crops, cspeeially the rice, corn,
bananas, fruits, cuveonuts, and minor crops. A plague
of worms ate the nowly-planted crops after the storm,
a8 in the casc of iSan leoncio" of 1738. The
trajoctory is in dispute, as it is claimed the 6-day
period of travel from Montserrat to Puerto iico is
unheard of, This slow-moving, erratic Atlantic
cyclone apparently passed north cf Guedeloupe on a
westnorthwest track until it strmek the+Islond of

Fontserrat on tha nisht of Sopt. 13; then %ﬂg‘aﬂ to
. “,,larr ’ ¥
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Date & Name

PO S m p o R

1766
Oct. 78
Sen Marocs

1767

Aug. 7
San Cayotanc

1772
Avg. 28-29
San Azustin

e &

a northwost track snd hit St. Ktts, and began
making a slow loop, during which time the rains
did not cease dronching iontserrat with coepious
rains and winds for 3 days. iho devagtating

flood dastroyed half of the town., Aftop comploting
the loop, the hurricane continucd in its slow drift
towards Pucrto Meo. (1), (2),

The sseund storm of 1766, just 18 days after San
Jenarc, passed over or elose o Domindea Oct. 6th

on a noruhnorthwest track, then over Mawric Gelante
and fuadoloupe. A huge storm surge hit Guadeloupe
that, in combination with a river rise of 25 feet,
caused a great inundeation. It moved closc or cast
¢f St. Kitts and cver St. Bustatius (55 ships lost).
Thea moved wost to the south of Si. Croix, ontered
southeast Puorto ijce about midnight Oct. 7, crossed
the igland on a S& to MW track on tho carly morning
houra of Oct. 8. It was folt throughout the island,
but tho worst damages werc suffored by castorn Puertc
Rico, Espocially hit werc the towns of Guayams ,
Fejarde, Caguss, Lofze, Ric Piodras, 3anturce. (1), (2).

Apparently, Pucrto Rico roccived the frings of this
cyclone, which destroyed the banana crop and drowned
much cattle, It produced coplous rains and great
flovds, Tt caused a mejor disaster at Martinique
(1600 doeths) supposcdly by drowming, {13, (2).

Hajor hurricanc, This Atlantic cyclons apposrod
Aug. 28th, 7 a.m., east of the Leowsrd Islands, near
Barbuda, moving wost, and passed over St. lMartin and
Anguilla, Tho contur was closc to Sb. Thomas at

7 pumy, and ontered Pucrto Rico south of Fajarde gbout
9 pam. Crossed the inlang cast-west, leaving Pucrto
Aeo (near Mayaguesz) in the morning hours of Aug.
29th.; was nonr Mona Island by 7 a.m, Passod over
south-central Hispaniola, and cn the 31st was close
W the south ccast of eastern Cuba. Affoctod
Jamaica with high winds. The hurricenc continued
moving clese to south coast of Cuba. From thonce
the track seomed doubtiml as Millis {2) s7ys it went
inte the 3ay of donduras, but Tannchill indicated
that the burrieanc battored the State of Louisiana
on Sept. 3. Great destructicn at 3t. Martin, in
fact cnly a fow houses wore loft standing therc.
distorian Fray Ifdgo Abad was an cya witness to this
hurricanc while at the town of Aguada, and described
tic wind changes preceded by int.rvals of &-8
minates of relative calm, Fray Iftigo Abad says tho
wind first blew from tho north, then shifted 4o the
south; t¢ the west and finally to the cast. He
estimated the forwerd spoeod at 20 mph. At Aguada
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29

1775

Aur. 1
Sen Padro
T/C

1780

dJune 13

San Antonio
T/C

| Dets=ils

the storm lastod froem 2:30 suas, until 12 noon. At

San Juan the cyclonc begen at 18:L% aum. of the 28th,
accompanied by contimwous thunder, tizatning, and
carthquake. The sky hed been covered for 2 days,

with hoavy bruakers. The hurricanc affocted the
entire island with copicus rains, winds, and flocds;
destroyed housing, crops, shipping, many dcaths. (15 (2}

Severe hurricanc of relative iarge size, the sceond
that hit Pucrto RUeo in 3 days. The only repocrted
cage of 2 hurricanes (Ssn Agustin and Sen Ramén of
1772) that althcugh moving in two distinet trajectories,
struck the Islend withing 3 days. ihile the San -
Agustin hurricane was over scuth-central Aispaniola,
tae second cyelone, hurricane Sen Ramén, appeared
Aug, 30th some 75 milos N of Barbados, moving north-
wegtward. Passed vory neay oasst ccast of Dominica
late aftornoon and early evoning (18 vessels lost);
the vortex eoressed over Marie Galande and Guadeloupe
{great damagoes, especially to housing}, and by 7 a.m.
of Aug. 31lst was betwecn Montserrst and Antigua,
moving westnorthwest. The hurricane had increased
in si%e. Tho vortox passed over S, Kitts, wherc
almost every house was blown down with a great loss
¢f life; similarly, at Montserrat and ¥evis., Tho

€y passed over St. Croix, Virgin Islends, which was
batiored by ths storm for 6 hours , aecording te the
Gye-witness acccunt of tho famous statesman, Aloxander
Hamilton, then a youth at St, Creix. He sald the wind
bopan blowing from the north from sunsct to 10 el 3
then a sudden and wnonpscted interval which lasted
about one hour {(tho ccntral ealm) followed by a shift
o the scuthwest with redoubled fury until asbout

3 a.m.  Aloxandor Hamilton wrote: Wiscry, in its
most hideous shepes, sproad over the face of the
country", Copious rains produced demaging land-
slides. A huge hurricane overtook 250 parsons who
tried to save their lives ¢limbing a mountain, The
hurricanc passed betwcon 8%, Thomas and Puertc Lieco
that might, affocted northeastorn Puorto Ricc. At
Szn Juan, it unrcofcd buildings, ineludging Ia Forta-
leza, tho Governcrls mansion. (1), (2).

Aftor aeffocting Martinique, Aves Island on July Ilst,
and 3%, Croix, this sterm apparently passod sone
distace south ¢f Puertc Tco cn Augz. 1st, possibly
ncarest tc the soubhwest tip of the islend; then

meved northwest through YMena Passage and vory close

or Oover tho extrame castorn end of Santo Domingo. (1) (2)

Rarc Atlantic June tropical cyclone, the only June
cyclone of roccrd in Fuorto Rico. Appesced 5 short
distance west of St. Lueia Juno 12, coresscd the

Caribbean and passed nesr or ovur south Puarto Riec



